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Generally, as it would be the very first time to present a study about the Chinese 
Filipinos in Davao city, the study prompted to find out their reasons and motivation 
for migration, describe their way of life and from describing how they live, the study 
discovered how they adapted well in the Philippine society.  
Specifically, this study investigates the main motivating factors/reasons as well 
as the degree  of motivation of  the Chinese-Filipinos in Davao City to migrate 
and settle in the Philippines generally and specifically in Davao City using the 
Push-Pull Theory on Migration. Push-Pull Theory on Migration is a neoclassical 
theory that emphasizes a migratory move is being stimulated by positive (pull) and 
negative (push) factors. Pull (positive) factors are opportunities attracting 
in-migration to a place. Push (negative) factors stimulate out-migration from a place.  
After migration, settlement takes place in which way of life could be established. 
One’s way of life can be seen or reflected in the attitude, belief, culture, customs, 
practices and traditions on various aspects of life like family, community, 
organization/ associations, education, business trade & industry, politics and 
government, religion, language and literature. In line with this, the study describes 
the Davao City’s Chinese Filipino’s way of life on the following aspects mentioned 
above. 
Describing their way of life could be a way to know if they are still imbibing 
Chineseness in every aspect of their life, and what aspect in their life that has more 
Chineseness.  
From describing their way of life, the study identifies how they have adapted to 
their new environment. Adaptation of migrants can be in two ways, it can be 
integration or assimilation. Integration is when individuals maintain their culture of 
origin and adapts to the culture of the host society (John W Berry, 1997) 
Assimilation on the other hand, is the full adaptation to the host society’s culture and 
rejecting the culture of origin (John W Berry, 1997). This study borrows the concept 
















determine whether the Tsinoy in Davao city has been integrated or assimilated to 
Philippine’s way of life through focusing on the two fundamental issues, the 
maintenance of the migrants’ culture of origin and the maintenance of relationships 
with members of the host society. 
The study found out that the Chinese-Filipinos (and their ancestors) in Davao 
city were prompted or pulled to move to Philippines due to a promise of a better life 
(economic reasons/financially secured future). Their migration was motivated by the 
many opportunities presented to them by Philippines.  As for the ones who 
internally migrated to Davao city, they were pulled to transfer to the city due to close 
affinity to family and friends who might have a better living condition in the city. 
Their transfer to Davao city was motivated by following their family and friends 
who might have a better life in the city.  
Their settlement after migration paved the way of living their day to day life as 
Davao City Tsinoy and the study can describe their way of life as this - in almost of 
the aspects in their lives, preservation of Chinese heritage/culture and cooperation 
and unity with the Philippine society is prevalent. Among the aspects that gears 
towards preservation of culture are family, religion, business, language and literature. 
These aspects have all the inclinations from the Davao city Tsinoy to maintain their 
origin’s culture especially the family aspect that is surrounded more with traditional 
Chinese cultures.  As for cooperation and unity, it is the aspect on 
organization/association, community, politics and government that gears toward 
achieving good relationship and cooperation with the Philippine society as well as 
with fellow Chinese Filipino.  
As Davao City Tsinoy’s way of life is gearing to maintaining their origin’s 
heritage and culture and at the same time achieving cooperation and unity with other 
members of community, it is more likely to say that Davao city Tsinoy are integrated 
to the Philippines and Davao city’s way of life.  
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The Problem and its Background 
1. Introduction 
Human migration is a constant phenomenon. At one point in man’s life, for 
various important reasons and some degree of motivation be it economical, political, 
social, political, etc., migration would be an option for an individual.  “Human 
migration is the process of going from one place, region or country to settle in 
another.”1 It is also a temporary or permanent move of individuals or groups of 
people from one geographic location to another for various reasons ranging from 
better employment possibilities to persecution.”2  It is also important to mention 
when deciding to migrate, the migrants are either freely choosing to leave their home 
country in pursuit of achieving specific goals or are forced to leave their country for a 
number of various reasons such as escaping from war violence.  
Human migration is multifaceted and it involves four different aspects when 
studying about it, these are origins of migration, the directionality and continuity of 
migrant flows, the utilization of immigrant labor and the socio-cultural adaptation of 
migrants (Portes, 1999). The present study would just touch on the first and last aspect 
since it involves reasons/causes and motivation for migration, migrant’s way of life 
once being settled in the chosen destination and integration or assimilation. Studying 
migration also offers multiple level of analysis and there are various and multiple 
migration theories being conceptualized when investigating about it. The migration 
theory that is being used to the present study is the push-pull framework/theory (an 
elaboration on the theory used would be dealt on the theoretical framework).  
 
 
                                                        
1  Bhugra, Dinesh and Becker, Mathew (2005). Migration, Cultural Bereavement and Cultural Identity. 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov. Viewed on December 2013. 
2 Zanker-Hagen, Jessica. (2008). Why Do People Migrate: A Review of the Theoretical Literature (Doctoral 
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Somehow migration is the result of the spread of ethnic Chinese all over the world. 
Because of migration one can find ethnic Chinese in America, in Europe, in Africa, in 
Southeast Asia, etc. Ethnic Chinese is defined as someone with a measure of Chinese 
immigrant parentage who is sufficiently influence by Chinese culture, can use a 
Chinese language and observes Chinese customs enough to rightly call himself and to 
be regarded by his neighbors as Chinese (McCarthy, 1974). Examples of ethnic 
Chinese living abroad are the so called hyphenated Chinese such as Sino-Thais, 
Chinese-Americans, Chinese-Filipinos (Tsinoys) and so on.3  This study would talk 
about the Chinese-Filipinos. The Chinese-Filipinos (Tsinoy) are those ethnic Chinese 
who has acquired Filipino citizenship. They are Philippine nationals with Chinese 
descent, mostly born and raised in the Philippines. 4  At present, most of the 
Chinese-Filipinos (Tsinoy) are second to third generation (even to the extent of 4th to 
5th generation) of Chinese lineage so this present study would be mostly dealing with 
these generations. For consistency, the study would use interchangeably the words 
Chinese-Filipinos or Tsinoy for the rest of succeeding chapters 
The focus of this study is on the Chinese-Filipinos in Davao City. Rationale of this 
focus is that from further research and verification, this is the first time that a study 
about them has been made as well as the fact that a second Chinatown in the 
Philippines is established in Davao city. Undertaking this study could reinforce more 
research and studies about them as well as the representation for the whole of 
Chinese-Filipino community in the Philippine could also be extended to them. In 
relation to this, the study is motivated to know their reasons and motivation for 
migration in the Philippines as well as to learn how are they living their daily lives 
(way of life) in terms of culture, customs, practices and beliefs and how do they adapt 
to Philippines society.  
Davao city Tsinoy respondents are mostly 2nd to 3rd generation and most likely do 
not have the first hand experience or knowledge about migration in the Philippines, 
they were asked to narrate their ancestor’s reasons in migrating to Philippines and in 
                                                        
3 Pan, Lyn. (Ed.) (1999). The Encyclopedia of Overseas Chinese. Great Britain: Curzon Press. p.14 
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Davao city and then were asked also why they choose to settle in Davao City.    
After migration, settlement takes place in which way of life could be established. 
One’s way of life can be seen or reflected in the attitude, belief, culture, customs, 
practices and traditions on various aspects of life like family, community, 
organization/ associations, education, business trade & industry, politics and 
government, religion, language and literature. From these beliefs, culture, customs, 
practices and traditions on various aspects of life like family, community, 
organization/ associations, education, business trade & industry, politics and 
government, religion, language and literature, one could know how a migrant had 
adapted to its new environment Adaptation of migrants can be in two ways, it can be 
integration or assimilation. Integration is when individuals maintain their culture of 
origin and adapts to the culture of the host society (Berry, 1997) Assimilation on the 
other hand, is the full adaptation to the host society’s culture and rejecting the culture 
of origin (Berry, 1997). These two ways of adaptation, especially integration are said 
to be the best ways of adjusting to a new life in a totally different environment or in 
other words the best way to live successfully after migration.  The Chinese-Filipinos 
in the Philippines are either integrated or assimilated in Philippines way of life.  
In line with these, this study aims to investigate the Davao city Tsinoy (and their 
ancestor’s) main reasons and degree of motivation to migrate and settle generally in 
Philippines and specifically in Davao City using the Push-Pull framework theory on 
migration. Through the mentioned framework, the study would be able to determine 
what pulled or pushed them or their ancestors to migrate and settle in the Philippines 
and Davao city.  It also aims to narrate or describe their way of life by knowing their 
attitudes/behavior to certain beliefs, cultures, customs, practices and traditions that 
relates to the way of life aspects mentioned before. From describing their way of life,  
this study would  identify also  what is the more prevalent mode of adaptation they 
have acquired, are they more integrated, or more assimilated from Philippine’s and 
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